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GN. 9. 


And the Lord ſaid unto Cain, Where is Abel 
thy brother? And he ſaid, I know not: Am 
I my brother's keeper ? 


5 5 Hs anſwered the firſt Diſturber 
Ne of the world; The firſt Deſtroyer 
17 of his brother. And generally this 
3 tcltiſh, this uncharitable principle 
of throwing off all concern tor 
—_ | what becomes of a brother; tor 
war N one of the ſame nature, ſocicty, and 
ncighbourhood with themſelves, is firſt put in pra- 
ctile, before Men proceed to the greater cnormt- 
ties of poſitive injuries, of defrauding, hurting and 
deſtroy ing other per ons. 

Sin is uſually in a ſtate of progreſſion, From 
ſhameful Omiſlions, it is caſy to fall into ſins of 
Commillion. In the method of God's juſtice, 
they forfeit God's care and reſtraint over themſelves, 
who carc not to reſtrain, when they may, the wick- 
edneſs, or miicry of thoſe to whom God hath gi— 
ven them a relation: and moreover, from a diſte- 
gard of other men's ſinful practiſes, the advance 
is natural to a neglect of their own. 

This was Cazn's caſe. It was all one to him, 


where Abel went, or what he did. And though 
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God fix'd no mark of reproach upon this avowed 
declaration of his uncompaſſionate mind, becauſe 
he had a crime of a higher nature to charge him 
with : yet the ſacred Hiſtorian ſeems to have re- 
corded Cain's excuſe, with deſign to expoſe it, 
and to ſhew that his ſin was the reſult of his want 
of juſt regard to his brother; and that an indiffe- 
rency for the good of other men, or ſuch a de- 
grec of ſelf- love as excludes others from any ſhare 
of their affection, is the true cauſe from whence 
cnvy, hatred, revenge, and the fatal effects of 
ſuch paſſions, do proceed. 

To ſuit my diſcourſe to the occaſion of the pre- 
{cnt meeting, my ſubject ſhall be, the Nature and 
Duty of Brotherly Concern, eſpecially as that 
_ ought to be extended to the Spiritual neceſſities 
of others, and the keeping them from Sin, and 
from going on uncontroll'd in Vice. 

To this end 1 will obſerve, 


I. That the taking heed to a man's own ways, 
is not ſufficient to fill up the character of a Good 
man, unleſs there be allo joined therewith, a re- 
ligious regard to the ways of other men. 


II. That there are particular ſeaſons, and cir- 
cumſtances of Times, that call for a more eſpeci- 
al exerciſe of this Duty. 


III. That the objections that of late have been 
made againſt the laudable endeavours of ſome 
worthy perſons for the diſcouragement of Vice, are 
by no means of weight to flacken the vigour of 
their proceedings. And ſo conclude with an Ex- 
hortation to all that are en; aged therein, to perſe- 


VEre 
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vere in a religious oppoſition to the growth of 
Vice. 


I. My firſt obſervation is, that the taking heed to 
a man's own ways, is not ſufficient to fill up the 
character of a good man, unleſs there be allo 
join'd therewith, a rcligious regard to the ways 
of other men. I know not how it happens, that in 
practiſe, as well as theory, man is too often conſi— 
dered, as in a (tate of independency, and without 
relation to the reſt of mankind: and is ſuppoſed 
to confederate in ſociety with others, merely for 
his own ſake, and the ſake of his bodily neceſlitics. 
Whence indced it naturally follows, that Religion 
falls not under the care of {ocictics, nor cquals ; 
but every man in taking care of one, doth fully 
anſwer the intention of his maker. 

Whereas there never was ſuch a ſtate, but in 
Imagination. Every man was born in ſome ſoci— 
cty or other, leſſer or bigger: from which mo- 
ment, Relative Duties commenced, which obliged 
men, as they grew up and multiplied, to a mutu- 


al proviſion for their ſpiritual as well as bodily 


neceſlitics. 

Men ſhew in their very frame their Creator's 
deſign, to make them {ſociable creatures, to the 
end they ſhould benefit cach other. Beſides the 
faculty of ſpeech, (the grand inſtrument of all in- 
tercourſe and commerce) which would be to no 
purpoſe, if there were not people to ſpeak to, and 
they bound to live together, and converſe: I tay, 
beſide the uſe of ſpeech, men may diſcover natu- 
ral Affections within themſelves, that manifeſt 
the ſame deſign. 
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Pity and Compaſſion is an Affection born with 
us: and Pity carrics men's concern beyond their 
own ſelves; it diſpoſes them to feel, and relieve 
the wants of thoſe about them; and therefore im- 
plics ſome previous union and cohabitation of per- 
ſons towards whom this affeQion inclines them. 
And can it be thought, ſuch an affection was gi- 
ven merely for the ſervice of the Animal lite ? 
Or that the wants it is moved by, ſhould be con- 
fined to a few external goods; to cloathing the 
naked, and feeding the hungry ; while at the ſame 
time the wants and maladies of the ſoul, which 
is infinitely more precious than the Body, are 
let go neglected? No certainly! A mind deta- 


ced through ignorance, deformed with fin, torn 


and diſtracted with wild contradictory Paſſions; a 
conſcience wounded under the ſenſe of God's de- 
ſerved judgment; or ſecurely ſporting upon the 
brink of cternal damnation, are as proper objects 
of compaſſion, as a bleeding wound, or a Body 
ſhivering tor cold or hunger, or a diſtracted man 
dancing upon a precipice, which are wont ſenſibly 
to ſtir up the bowels of every beholder, to ſuita- 
ble aſliſtance. | 

Again, {ſhame is another principle, interwoven 
with the conſtitution of men, which is an antici- 
pation of the judgment, or a ſenſe of the reproach 
of other men, for having done things immodelt, 
indecent or diſhoneſt. It always regards the con- 
rrary opinion of others, whom it therefore preſup- 
poſes to be near at hand, or no diſgrace were to 
be apprehended; and that they have a right to 
rake cognizance of, and condemn all open irregu- 
lar actions. 


Morcover, 
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Moreover, ſo wiſely hath God in the nature of 
things, ſuited the peace and proſperity of ſocieties, 
and of every member that make up ſocicty, to 
the practiſe of moral virtues, that every enormous 
breach of duty hurts, and in proportion to the 
degrees and encreaſe thereof, endangers the publick, 
ſo as to make it the apparent intereſt of the 
whole, and of every part, to ſtop, as they can, the 
ſpreading of the offence, even to the puniſhment 
of the Offender, when other means have proved 
ineffectual. 

Thus hath God, in the way of nature, provided 
for men's uniting into ſocieties, and that morality 
ſhould be the care of ſocieties. And ask any man 
ſeriouſly his thoughts on this head, and he will 
readily own, that ſocieties cannot ſubſiſt long, 
where the people are ſuffered to do every one 
what is right in his own eyes; and that there is a 
neceſlity, more or leſs, to curb and puniſh Vice, 
to enforce and encourage Virtue. 

But go further, and preſs them to bear a part in 
this good work, and they arc as ready, to throw off 
all ſharc of the burden from themſelves upon the 
Magiſtrates. It is the office, ſay they, of men in 
Authority, not our buſineſs ; it would be an en- 
croachment upon their province to intermeddle in 
ſuch matters. It is indeed the proper work of 
Magiſtrates to check Vice. But if it be the work 
of Magiſtrates, it is therefore the duty of private 
men alſo to join with them in the ſame work, 
becauſe, otherwiſe it will not be poſlible for Ma- 
giſtrates to diſcharge their office effectually. Au- 
thority in ſocicties, is like the Soul in the Body, 


unable to act without a concurrency of its Mem- 
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bers; It is ſo far uſeleſs, as it meets with an ob 
ſtruction, a feebleneſs, a deadneſs in its Organs. 

To the Execution of laws, there is need of In- 
telligencers, Informers, Witneſſes, and a varicty of 
ſubſervient Officers. And what Judge is ſufficient 
for all theſe parts? He hath neither leiſure to at- 
tend to them in the firſt inſtance, nor would they 
befit his character, if he were. It muſt be there— 
fore the proper buſineſs of men that mingle in 
the affairs of lower life, and ſee and hear what is 
doing there, to carry their notices and complaints, 
before thoſe who are entruſted with the puniſh- 
ment of them, and to atteſt what they know, 
or there can be no puniſhment at all. Eſpecially 
when inferior officers, appointed for this very pur- 
poſe, to enquire out, and diſcover offenders, arc 
put often into place againſt their wills. Such will 
be apt to prove falſe, corrupt or remiſs in their 
offices, unle's others out of office watch over their 
conduct, and ſometimes even ſupply their places, 
and concern themſelves tor putting in more act- 
ive and honeſt men at other times in their room. 
The wiſeſt and beſt Inſtitutions, without the vigi- 
lant cyc of tome Inſpectors, dwindle into meer 
torm. | 

All this tends to cvince the neceſlity of private 
men's contributing their aſſiſtance towards the 
better execution of the laws againſt Vice: And 
conſequently that it is every man's buſine's to be 
uictul this way, or otherwiſe it would be no bodies. 
Whatever practiſe is neceſſary to the being or well- 
being of a Divine ordinance, fuch as government 
is, muſt be the duty of every one intereſted in 
the benefit of that ordinance; it is a new obli- 
cation that reiults from the nature of Society, up- 
on 
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on every member thereof, to do his part, keeping 
within the bounds of his ſtation, towards the ſup- 
preſſing of the immoralitics of his times. 

But a duty of ſo great importance, God hath 
not left at large, nor reſted upon the reaſonings 
of thinking men only. He hath enforced it, by 
poſitive precepts in his ſyſtem of revealed laws. 
Among thole to the Jews, we rcad theſe precepts 
joined together, Thou ſhall not ſtand againſt the 
blood of thy neighbour ; (i. e. idle, uncon- 
cern'd, unaſſiſting, when thy brother's gc 
life is in danger) Thou ſhalt not hate thy 3. cow. 
brother: thou ſhalt in any wiſe re- Saul. P. 
buke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin 
upon him; or as in the Margin, that thou bear 
not ſm for him. Levit. xix. 16, 17. As if it was 
an Argument of hatred to a brother, to let him 
go unrebuked; and was one way of partaking in 
his ſin. 

As for Chriſtians, our Lord compares 
them 7o the ſalt of the earth, and to a 
light that ſtands upon a high place; not fo much 
tor having ſavor or light in themſelves, as for dil- 
pencing both to others: It being the benetit of 
light to manifeſt the things that ought to be repro- 
ved; and the property of Salt to preſerve things 
(rom corruption, by its ſearching penetrating quali- 
ty, and that virtue being loſt, it is fit for nothing 
but ro be caſt forth. 

There is a teaching, an admonition, a painful 
rebuke that lies in common, as St. Paul tells us, 
to all the flock with one another; and which he 
inculcates with earneſtneſs upon thoſe to hom 
he writes. Exhort your ſelves together, tex. 
laith he, edzfie one another, even as als 
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Matt. v. 


ye 
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ye do---- Let the word of Chriſt dwell rich. 
Col.iii- 16. /y in you, teaching and admoniſbing one 
raxrezs., Another----We beſeech you, warn them 
that are unruly, i. c. ſuch as will not be 
kept to their duty, by the ordinary mcans of in- 
ſtruction, advice, admonition. Warn, how? ſoft 
gentle means are ſuppoſed to have been uſed before, 
to prevent their unrulineſs: he muſt therefore intend 
rougher treatment in the word, Warn; even ſuch as 
is introductive to their Cenſures, that had then Au- 
thority in the Church. 
And ſo it is otherwiſe expreſſed. Have 
Eph. v.11. no. fellowſhip with the workers of dark- 
. vi. meſs, but rather reprove them from ſuch 
2 1b. iii.6, Turn away-- I command you in the name 
off the Lord Jeſus, that you withdraw 
your ſelves 2 every brother that walketh dif} 
orderly----Put a mark of diſtinction upon 
ſuch C(onueiodo d that they may be aſha- 
med----And when their private endeavours in ſome 
caſes were ineffectual, they are then bid 2% fell it 
the Church: and if they hear not the Church, let 
him be to thee as a heathen or a publican : If they 
will not be reclaimed by the cenſures of Chrittian, 
of Eccleſiaſtical Judges, carry them to the heathen 
Tribunals, and puniſh them there, as their laws 
will admit. | 
What doth all this mean, but that private men 
in that ſtate of the Church ſhould go as far as they 
might at firſt, in the way of voluntary dilciplinc, 
for reforming and bringing offenders to puniſh- 
ment? It implies, that if at that time, the civil 
laws had been in favor of the Chriſtian Morals, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, would have made it allo 
the people's duty to look to the execution of _ 
| laws, 


2 T0. iii. 14. 
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laws, upon the incorrigible to all other means; 
This being within the Reaſon of the precepts I 
have mentioned. 

But if it be the duty of Good men at all times, 
to promote virtue and reſtrain vice : 

II. There are particular ſeaſons, and circum- 
ſtances of Times, that call for a more eſpecial ex- 
erciſe of this Duty. He that converſes with the 
hiſtory of paſt times, will obſerve that Nations, 
as well as private Perſons, do not arrive at perfe- 
ction of ſinning at once. There are Periods or 
Degrees through which they paſs; and which arc 
as diſcernible as the remarkable ſtages of lite, in 
the Age of man. Now theſe arc the proper junc- 
tures for the interpolition of thoſe that arc con- 
cern'd for religion; which like Criſes in dilcalcs, 
are Indications of the help that is needtul, and like 
to them in another reſpect ; for it the opportunity 
be flippd, the Malady becomes incurablc. 

AS 1. When the Ordinary and Powerful means 
of God's appointment to keep alive a ſenſe of Re- 
ligion in the heart, and to awaken their conſcicn— 
ces, that have impaired that ſenſe by Sin, are to- 
tally neglected and avoided. Such arc Attendance 
on the Ordinances ot publick Aflemblies, a Relt- 
gious Obſcrvation of the Lord's-Day, and Private 
Reading of the Scriptures. Diſregard of theſe 
mcans arc one of the firſt viſible periods of the 
decay of Religion: And is a Cauſe of much of 
the wickedneſs that follows. 

Their inward reſtraints muſt be very languid and 
weak under temptations, who neither allow time 
or pains to inſtru and recolle& themiclves, and 
yet keep out of the way of Publick Inſtruction 

and Reproof. Though the Preacher ſhould lift 
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up his voice like a trumpet, he cannot ſhew 
thoſe people their tranſpreſſion, that fly out of the 
reach of his ſound. They muſt lic open to all the 
devices of Satan, who, intermitting the labors they 
arc employed in all the weck beſide, or debarred 
of the pleaſurable Amuſements of other days, re- 
fuſe to ſpend the Lord's-Day in the Holy Exerciſes 
to which it is dedicated. 

If therefore no outward reſtraints be put on ſuch, 
it is plain what muſt become of them. They will 
be undone by their too much lcifure; they will 
ſave Satan the labor of ſecking them: They will 
go about themſelves, to find ſome unlawful plca- 
ſure, or idle companion that ſhall devour, or be 
devoured by them. 

In fact, this is the cafe. The Lord's Day, is now 
the Devil's market- day. More lewdneſs, more 
drunkenneſs, more quarrels and murders; more 
ſin is contrived and committed on this Day, than 
on all the other days of the week together. The 
former week's gains arc loſt to the family, and con- 
ſumed in the debaucheries of this one day. 

This is a time then, that calls for the Aſliſt- 
ance. of all that have any ſhare of Authority, 
and the vigilance of thoſe that wiſh the good of 
thcir brethren, to hinder all ſuch from ſtrolling a- 
bout the ſtreets unſeaſonably, or from lurking in 
publick drinking and gaming-houſes, eſpecially in 
the hours of Divine Service; that at lcaſt they be 
not ſuffered to grow worſe and worte, and harden 
themſelves or draw in others by ſuch practiſes into 
impenitency. 

Again, 24%. When the Religious government of 
Families is almoſt every where diſuſed, then there is 
more need for ſtrangers to interpoſe their care o- 


Ver 
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ver ſuch neglected ſtraggling Dependents of other 
men. It went far towards keeping up the face of 


Virtue and Piety, and the preventing of much 
wickedneſs, when formerly a man's houſe was a 
little Oratory, where the maſter himſelt praycd 
with all his family, and read a portion of Scrip- 
ture to them; when he took his Children and Scr- 


vants to Church with him on Sundays; when his 


cxample taught them how they ought to walk, 
and his authority was exerted upon them that 
walked diſorderly. It went well with this City, 
when maſters thus governed their families: and as 
they laid it down, I nced not ſay how wickedneſs 
hath encreaſed. The reins being loos'd in their 
hands that ought to hold them, unleſs ſome cha- 
ritable perſons take them up, who can ſay, how far 
the wildneſs of ſome people's Natures may carry 
them aſtray ; into what precipices they may run 
themſelves? 

4%, Another fit period for private Chriſtians 
to exert themſelves, is, upon a univerſal decay of 
Church-Diſciplinc. The diviſions among Chriſti- 
ans, the Dignity, Power and Number of Offenders, 


the Abuſe of this truſt, the /aſebete or corruption 


of thoſe that have the management of it, will 
neceſſarily bring on ſuch a decay. Be the cauſe 
what it will, the effect is the ſame, upon the man— 
ners of men. For want of Church-diſcipline, 
ſome will be emboldened to fin without ſhame ; 
and others will not be afraid to fin after their 
example, whom they ee go unrebuked. There 1s 
but one way left of ſupplying this want, and that 
is, for good men to agree on a voluntary diſtincti— 
on, between the Virtuous and the wicked; to ſe— 
parate, (as was antiently the conſequence of 

Church 
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Church-cenſures) from all unneceſlary familiari- 
tics with the Immoral, and to expoſe ſuch to the 
ſhame, and even the ſmart of the civil laws. 

Care indeed muſt be taken, that ſuch diſtincti- 
ons don't lead men into a Pharaſaick conccit of 
their own ſuperior holineſs: and that being guard- 
ed againſt, piety and virtue might be brought into 
a higher eſteem by this method, than it is in at pre- 
ſent. The treating all alike, good and bad, in civili- 
tics, intimacies and friendſhips, hath gone far towards 
deſtroying the natural diſtinctions between moral 
good and evil: to be ſure it hath taken away the 
ſhame and reproach, and feartul apprehenſions, 
that naturally do, and ought to attend vitious 
practiſes ; the ungodly have been tempted to think, 
the virtuous are ſuch ones as themſelves ; at leaſt that 
they do not ſecretly diſapprove their ways, and 
that there is not that dctormity and danger, as 
there really is, in Vice. 

Whercas, if the beſt people would cautiouſly a- 
void the company of the worſt, except for the ne- 
ceſlary othces of humanity and ſociety, they 
would cncreaic in numbers and ſtrength : this di- 
ſtinction alone would keep one part of the world 
in awe; and the reſt would not venture to be o- 
pen in ſinning, nor to own, or glory in their vi- 
ces, leſt they ſhould draw upon themſelves tuch 
a load of infamy and contempt from the Body of 
the virtuous, as mult blaſt their future expectations 
in the world. 

Ai. When the opportunities and conveniencies 
of ſinning, ate begun to be made eaſy, and publick 
temptations are publickly laid in the way of every 
man that is diſpoſed to be vicious, then allo is 
the ſcaſon for Magiſtrates and People, to do what 
they 
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they may lawfully, to remove thoſe means, and to 
watch over the occaſions of a general corruption. 
The dithcultics and hazards, in accompliſhment of 
any ſin, have many times proved diſcouragements 
to the attempting of it, and have defended {ome 
from purſuing certain vices, which they have not 
boggled at, when matters were prepared to their 
hand, without their labor or contrivance. 

It is thus the Patrons of debauchery do catcr 
for the pleaſures of the unenterprizing ſinners, and 
make it their trade to remove rubs and obſtacles 
out of the way of the cautious and the lazy. 

Among the many complaints of this fort, that 
of . Strong-Water-Shops, is none of the leaſt, by 
reaſon, that they are multiplied into ſuch Numbers, 
and diſtributed into ſuch convenicnt diſtances for 
the deſtruction of the lives, and corruption of the 
manners of the lower people, in all parts of the 
town. One can't but be touch'd out of meer hu- 
manity, with the havock theſe liquors make of ſo 
many of our fellow-creatures. Strong liquors are 
now become the Epidemick diſtemper of this great 
City. Morc of the common pcople dye of con- 
ſumptions, fevers, dropſies, cholicks, palſies, apo- 
plexics, contracted by the immoderate uſe of bran- 
dies, and diſtilled waters, than of all other diſtem- 


pers beſide, ariſing from other cauſes. Some are 
burnt up, and ſuffocated upon the {pot, with the 


flame of theſe hot waters. And they that bear 


them beſt, feel a lownels of ſpirits afterwards, 


which eggs them on to repeat the potion, and 
encreaſe it's quantity. 

The poyſon is more dangerous, becauſe it is 
made to be palatable. It warms the ſtomach, ap- 
peaſes the appetite of the hungry, and ſeems to en- 

liven 


„ PIR — — = 
— — — — 


2 — —— — — 


— —— . Ä mi ———— — — — 
— 


16 ASE RMO N preached to the Societies 


liven the weary, at the ſame time that it is waſt⸗ 
ing the ſpirits and preying upon life. A liquor, fo 
plauſibly recommended, being made every body's 
money by its cheapneſs, and placed as it were at 
their door, is a ſhrewd temptation to labouring 
people, who are led by their appetites, to take 
too much, and too often of it. As this abuſe 
runs into a general practiſe of all Ages and Sexes, 


it will be a fit ſubject, for the conlideration of the 


Publick, which is by this means diminiſh'd in its 
numbers, even to a degree of being felt; and depri- 
ved of the uſe of many hands, which grow feeble, 
even before their waſted Bodies ſink into the grave. 
But they are acted ſtill by noblcr motives, who 
join in their conſideration of this Abuſe, the in- 
roads that are commonly made upon the Virtue 
of thoſe that frequent the places where ſuch 1i- 
quors are fold, For ſtrong liquors are not more 
the bane of the life of the Body, than they are of that 
of the foul. While they inſenſibly abate, and in- 
roxicate the vigor of Reaſon, they enflame the 
blood, and heighten the paſſions, and ſo make 
people ready for any kind of wickedneſs, to which 
their propenfions, company, or occurring Accidents 
{ſhall invite them. What ſhould hinder men or 
women, under the influence of ſo powerful an opi- 
ate to their underſtandings, from proceeding to 
lewd and immodeſt actions; to wild frolicks, and 
dangerous engagements, through which they can't 
afterwards caſily break; from ending in quarrels, 
fightings, murders, of which we hear too often? 
Nothing on their own part; for they have drank 
themſelves into the condition to be their own 
tempters; ſhame, fear, prudence, reaſon, being all 
laid to fleep. Nothing, but want of proper op- 


portu- 
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portunities; which alſo it is ſaid, are too often 
prepared in ſome of theſe ſhops. And with theſe 
Accommodations, how unavoidable is the ſhipwreck 
of their Virtue? What a general diſſolution of 
manners, muſt enſuc among the Populace, if good 
people have not an eye to the inſtrument, with 
which ſo many make themſelves away; and don't 
labor with the magiſtrate, to remove it out of the 
reach of the Many, and to render it more difficult 
of acce ſs! | 

Laſtly, Another period proper for the pious re- 
gard of good men, is That wherein fin is grown 
ſo hardened and rampant, as that immoralitics 
are defended, yea juſtified upon principle; and it is 
almoſt made a matter of conſcience, at leaſt of 
little ſence and breeding, not to commit them. 
When obſcene, wanton, profane books find fo good 
a market, as to encourage the trade of publiſhing 
them, with hungry Authors, and laviſh Printers; 
and every kind of fin, drunkenneſs, killing one's 
ſelf, publick ſtews, lewdnels'in all its forms, hath 
found a writer, to teach and vindicate it, and a 
Bookſcller and Hawker to divulge and ſpread it. 

At ſuch junQures, he that doth not openly ap- 
pear in the cauſe of God, betrays him: He that 


docs not ſtand up in defence of virtue, is againſt 


it. When, in the name of every thing that is ſacred, 
is zeal commendable, but when profligate men 
combine to deſtroy God's and Nature's laws? When 
ought thoſe that fear God to unite their heads, hearts, 
purſes and endeavors in his ſervice, | but when the 
wicked join hand in hand, not only that 2 
ty may go wnpunſh'd but go in triumph? No 
perſon whatever is excuſed from giving a helping 
hand, when the ſhip he is embark d in, is in danger. 


85 it - 
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It is the duty of all that are ſerious in Religion 
therefore to redeem the time, becauſe the days are 
evil: Therefore to employ their tongues, their 
pens, their leiſure, their pains, to keep religion in 
countenance, becauſe by like means, and in the 
like methods, and with uncommon Application the 
Adverſarics of Religion ſtrive to work it out of 
faſhion, and to ſet up Atheiſm, Infidelity, and u- 
niverſal Libertiniſm, in the room thereof. 

To diſſuade from ſuch laudable endeavors againſt 
Vice, and the principles that ſupport it, two things 
have been lately alledged, which I come in the 

IIIA. Place to obviate. The one is, that it is de- 
trimental to ſocieties, to ſtop the growth of Vice. 
The other, that all endcavours of that nature, are 
ineffectual, and to no purpoſe 

Firſt. It is pretended, that private vices are pub- 
lick benefits, and that moral cvil is one origin of 
Arts and Sciences; which it would theretore be 
impolitick to check too far. This aſſertion is ſure- 
ly not truc, in the latitude it ought to be taken 
in, to be pertinent to that for which it is al- 
ledged, | 

Some Arts may have owed their Invention to 
the occaſion of Moral Evil. But they are ſuch, as 
the world had better been without: Such as the 
world would have no need of, if the immorality 
had not made the neceſſity : and the ſame Invent- 
ers might, and would have employed their skill 
better, but for the encouragement they found this 
way from the Vicious. 

That many trades and employmenrs have been 
fupported upon the extravagance and wickedneſs 
of others, is not denied : But what is the Publick 


the 
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the better? How much is it the worſe for ſuch 
gains ? 

Publick benefit is to be conſidered, with relati- 
on to the welfare of all its parts, as they ſubſiſt 
together in a certain form; and to the inward prin- 
ciple and ability it has of preſerving all its mem- 
bers in vigor and ſtrength, and in the uſe of their 
lawful rights and libertics from foreign violence, 
and inteſtine diviſion and oppreſſion. The intereſt 
of a Politick Body, may be known by comparing 
it with thc good of a Natural body. It is not every 
food, which feeds ſome parts exorbitantly, or even 
plumps the body itſclf, that is wholſome. A man 
may appcar in ſuch a full habit, and yet really be 
the weaker, and live the ſhorter time for it: And 
the other members may all be waſted, cven by the 
nouriſhment of one or more members too much. 

The benefit to the publick by private Vices, is juſt 
luch a ſupport to it, as vicious food is to a living Body. 
It enfcebles the ſtrength, the courage, the activity, 
the application and intention to buſineſs of a brave 
and induſtrious people: It invites and leaves them 
open to invaſions from abroad: It creates neceſſi- 
ties in a multitude of private perſons at home; 


from whence procced fraud, rapin, and all ſpecies 


of injuſtice; it is the foundation of that unſatiable 
covetouſneſs in the Great, for replacing the 
boundleſs expences, laid out upon their luſts, 
which is the cauſe of ſtate btigues, and national 
diſcontents; and, in a word, lays the firſt ſeeds of 
civil diſcord and ruin. | 

Such are the Publick benefits of private Vices ! 
To ward againſt theſe conſequences, allj Lawgi- 
vers whatever, have found it necellary to make 
Laws againſt Vice and Debauchery, And if it 
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was their wiſdom for the publick good, to make 
laws; the ſame reaſon holds for executing thoſe 
laws; They beſt purſue the ends of Government, 
who are aſſiſting in a regular way, to curb and 
puniſh ſuch wicked enemies to their Socicty. 
Hitherto we have conſidered ſocieties, as the 
Advocates of Debauchery do, made up of Men- 
Animals, difpoſed to gratify their brutiſh appetites 
and paſhons, without regard to God's laws. But 
vicw them in another light, as God's creatures, 
that conſiſt of Souls as well as Bodics, who ſhall ac- 
count in another life, for their Deeds in this: as living 
in Socictics, which God, the Lord Paramount, 
doth} proſper or conſume, according as they obey 
his laws, and praQtiſe Virtue; and then ſay, whe- 
ther any publick temporal benefit, (were any ſuch 
to be really obtained by private vices) is to be put 
in the ſcale againſt the loſs of one immortal Soul ; 
much leſs of multitudes of ſouls, which will cer- 
tainly be loſt; by letting people go on ſecurely 
in their Vices, and in corrupting others with their 
example? Say, what publick benefit is to be reck- 
oned upon, that draws down with it God Al- 
mighty's curſe upon a Pcople? Hath it been ever 
heard, that any ſtate did flouriſh very long after a 
National revolt from God? And is not that revolt 
national, which is ſpread through all Orders of 
men, no one oppoſing? Sce how God ſpeaks to 
the Jews, when they thought their nation in a 
good and ſafe condition, for all their wickedneſs. 
They are as fed horſes in the morning, 
Ty me ſaith he, by his prophet Jeremy, every 
one neighs after his neighbors wife------ 
they are waxen fat, they ſbine, they ox gÞ _— 
| eas 
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deeds of the wicked; they judge not the cauſe 
of the fai herleſs, nor the rights of the needy, yet 
they proſper. Shall not I viſit, for theſe things, 
ſaith the Lord? Shall not my ſoul be aveng'd on 
ſuch a Nation as this? If this be God's method 
of dealing with a ſinful people, what benefactors 
ought they to be eſteemed to their brethren, who 
{treighten and encumber the broad way that leads 
to perdition? what friends to the Publick, who 
ſtand up, if by any means they may avert, at 
leaſt defer God's wrath, and ſtop general fins, from 
being imputed Nationally. | 

But 2d4/y. This Attempt is objected to be to 
no purpoſe. The world is juſt the ſame it was 
for wickedneſs, notwithſtanding the endeavors uſed 
to reform it. And indeed one muſt with grief 
own, men are ſtill bad enough. The horrid im- 
precations, oaths, blaſphemies, in the mouths of 
all the meaner fort; the utter contempt of the 
Lord's-Day by All ſorts; the lewdneſs and drunk- 
enneſs on all Days, are too well known to be 
diſſembled. But is the open commiſſion of ſuch 
ſins an argument againſt endeavors for Reforma- 
tion, or for them? Doth not the abounding of 
ſin, ſhew the need of reſtraining it, and how 
much worſe the world would have been by this 
time, which, in ſpite of the oppoſition of good 
men, is yct {o bad? 


It may be there is want of hands to carry on 


the work in all parts of. this large City; It may 
be the Application, hath not been continued long 
enough, to make the good it hath donc, vilible : 


It may be a great change is already wrought, 


though it be not ſo diſcernable in every part; for 
the 
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the beginnings of a recovery from National Vices 
proceed, as in the cure of Chronical Diſeaſes, 
by imperceptible degrees. Perhaps they that make 
the objection, are the chief occalion of it. Their 
cvil and looſe converſation and writings, do not 
only corrupt, but are a hindrance to the return 
of Good Manners. 

Poſlibly there may be a defect in the laws, or 
Authority to carry on the cure: Which at laſt, 
is not prctcnded to be ever throughly perfected. 
Such is the corruption of humane nature, that 
it ſtill ſhifts from one member, and from one 
place, to another. Stop it in one part, or 
cure it in one form, and it will appear in 
another. So the integrity of the body be in 
the main kept up, and the vitals ſaved, that 
is a great work, where one hath to do with a 
crazy "Conſtitution. 

Was Vice only kept at bay, ſo as to be hin- 
dred from new advances, that is a conſiderable victo- 
ry. For not to proceed further in ſin, is to go 
backward. It is one degree of Reformation, not 
to grow worſe. 

Did not the ſucceſs anſwer at all the pains, it 
is no reaſon for giving over. The means may be 
very good in themſelves, and rightly adapted to 
the diſtemper, but arc obſtructed thro' the invete- 
rateneſs of the malady ; and being fo, they ſhould 
not ceaſe to be uſed, while any hope of life re- 
mains. Ir 1s no ſtrange thing, that under God's 
own husbandry, where he hath done all to it that 
could be done, the wineyard ſhould bring forth 
wild grapes, when he looked for good grapes. 


But 
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But I ſhould not aſcribe all the thanks due to 
God, nor the honor due to the Gentlemen of 
theſe Societies, if I did not obſerve, this is not 
their caſe. The crop hath in ſome meaſure an- 
ſwered the labor beſtowed on the ſoil. If al the 
good that hath been wiſh'd and »77ght be expett- 
ed, hath not followed, much good hath, and 
very much cvil is prevented and reſtrain'd. 

We know by whoſe vigilance and Induſtry the 
Gaming-houſes, thoſe Nurſeries of all kinds of 
wickedneſs, have been ſuppreſsd, and we ought 
yearly to give the Doers the credit of it. We 
hear how many other houſes, that lewd people re- 
ſorted to, have been ſhut up at their inſtance ; 
and how every month ſeveral looſe, profane and 
drunken people are brought to puniſhment, by 
their means. The plays are writ with more mo- 
deſty, and ated with more decency ; and the Balls 
are leſs frequented and almoſt out of faſhion with 
moſt perſons of diſtinction. 

The party indecd for ſin, is loud and noiſy and 
boaſting. A few notorious inſtances this way, 
make the town ring, as if all fleſh had corrupted 
their ways. Whereas the ſteady progreſſion of 
Good men paſles on ſilently; and the amend- 
ment and correction of others, are purpolely 
ſtifled by the perſons concern'd, or not artfully 
divulged, by the principal occaſions thereot; who 
content themſelves with the ſatisfaction of the 
work done, and to let their light ſhine no far- 
ther than is neceſſary, for the encouragement ot 
others to imitate their example, . 


There 
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There is then no reaſon to be deterred from 
any truth or force in theſe objections, 

Go on therefore, Sirs, in God's name, with your 
pious undertaking reſolutely and diligently. You 
are certainly engaged in the beſt of Cauſes ; the 
ſalvation of your fellow-creatures, the keeping 


your brethren from ſin, the proſperity of your Na- 


tion, the honor of God, and the enlargement of 
Chriſt's kingdom. Proſecute theſe ends by the 
beſt means, and with the pureſt Intentions. Keep 
within your reſpective Spheres, acting in ſubordina- 
tion to the laws, with due detcrencc to the Ma- 


giſtrates, and obedience to your Governors, and 


you have nothing to fear, or be aſhamed of, 
but much to rejoice in. Have before your 
eyes the example of good men of former Ages, 
who hated them that hated God, even as tho 
they were their perſonal enemies, and who invi- 
ted others 10 riſe up with them againſt the evil 
*Doers. Arm yourlelves with like patience, to 


fellow the Author of your holy Profeſſion, who 


choſe not to pleaſe himfelf; to conſult his own 
eaſe, and riſque the lots of the ſheep in the wil- 
derneſs, but ſuffered the reproaches of them that 
reproached God, to fall on him. 

Remember the prayers and eſteem of good 
men, and the Applauſes of all the heavenly ſpirits 
accompany your endeavors; and that you act in 
the ſervice of the beſt maſter, who beholds with 
pleaſure the ſtruggle and contention of your com- 
bat with ſinners, and will not forſake you under 
it, nor leave any labor or ſuffering for his ſake, 
to be in the end unrewarded, 


God 
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God grant, that you may ſo ſtrive, as to obtain; 
and from being faithful and wiſe guardians o 
your brethren upon earth, you may deſerve to be 
made Rulers over many cities, when the Lord 
ſhall return to reckon with all his ſcrvants ! 


Now to God the Father, the Son, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is due, all honor and 
praiſe for evermore. Amen. 
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The Thirtieth 
ACCOUNT 


OFTHE 
PROGRESS made in the 


Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 


And Placcs adjacent, 


By the Societies for Promoting 
a Reformation of Manners ; 


By Furthering the Execution of the LAWS 


againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, and 
other Chriſtian Methods. 


HE ſaid SOCIE TIES have, in Purſuance 
of their Deſign, from the Firſt of December 1923, 


to the Firſt of December 1724, proſecuted divers ſorts 
of Offenders, viz. 


(Lewd and Diſorderly Practices I951 
Keeping of Bawdy and Diſorderly 
Houſes, | 5 OP 
For Exerciſing their Trades or Ordinary 
Callings on the Lord's Day — 5 600 
Bare Swearing and 66 108 
Drunkenneſs — 12 
The ſaid Societies have alſo been Aſſiſting in 
Proſecuting Common Gameſters and their 21 
Aſſociates — 6 
For Keeping Common Gaming Houſes — 2 


The Total Number of Perſons proſecuted by 
the Societies, in and near London only, for De- 
bauchery and Prophaneneſs, for 33 Years laſt > 89393 
paſt, are calculated at Eighty Nine Thou— | 

and Three Hundred Ninety Three. 


Kh. 


I F Impiety and Debauchery had gone on ſpreading 
and increaſing among us for the laſt Thirty Tears, at 
that prodigious rate as * did for many Years before, 
we had afluredly been one of the moſt profligate Na- 
tions in the Chriſtian World ; and that under the cleareſt 
Light and greateſt Advantages for the knowing and pra- 


ctiſing our Duty, of almoſt any other Nation; which 


mult probably have reduced us to a very miſerable Con- 
dition long before now; but by the Bleſſing of Go Þ 
upon the various Endeavours of the Societies of ſeve- 
ral Sorts for promoting Religion, and Reformation of 
Manners, a wonderful Check hath been given to the 
Prevalency of the moſt ſcandalous Vices, and in many 
Inſtances, a viſible Reformation has enſued. 


TE Reaſonableneſs of uniting in Societies, for the 
more effectual carrying on a Work of this Nature, need 
not be farther prov'd, after what has been ſaid with ſo 
much Advantage upon that Subject in the Annual Re- 
formation Sermons; as allo by the Excellent Author af 
the Whole Duty of Man, who, in his Treatiſe of the 
Canſes of rhe Decay of Chriſtian Piety, hath this remark- 
able Paſſage: The Scandal, faith he, brought upon Religi- 
on, as it was not contracted by the Irregularities of one or 
two Perſons, but by aſſociated and Common Crimes; ſo nei- 
ther will it be removed by a few ſingle and private Refor- 
mations. There muſt be Combinations and publich Con- 
federacies in Virtue, to ballance and connterpoiſe thoſe of 
Vice, or ſhe will never recover that Honour which ſhe ac- 


quired by the general Piety of her Profeſſors. 


THhaxKks be to Go D, many ſuch Combinations and 
publick Confederacies are now in being, who make it 
a great Part of their Buſineſs to oppoſe aflociated as wel! 
as particular Offenders, 


THe Societies for Reformation of Manners are eminent— 
ly of that Number: And the Ulcfulneſs of ſuch Con- 
federacies is viſible from what has been actually brought 
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about by Means of the ſaid Societies, beyond what could 
have been hoped for from any private Endeavours. Mul- 
titudes, for about 30 Tears laſt paſt, have been proſecu- 
ted, and puniſhed according to Law, for lewd and ſcand- 
alous Practices. Great Numbers of Bawdy-Houſes, 
and other diſorderly Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed and 
ſhut up, and the Streets were very much purged from 
the wretched Tribe of Night-walking Proſtitutes, and 
moſt deteſtab'e Sodomites. Many young Men, taken 
with lewd Women, have, by their being brought to 
timely Shame and Puniſhment, been diſcouraged and turn- 
ed (as we have Reaſon to hope) from following ſuch ſin- 
ful Courſes, which often cauſe them to defraud their 
Parents, Maſters, Cc. and bring themſelves to utter 
Ruine. Moreover, many Thouſands of Books have been 
diſperſed by theſe Societies throughout the Kingdom, and 
put into the Hands of lewd and profane Perſons, to a- 
waken them to a Senſe of their Sins. By theſe various 
Methods, many Perſons have, by the Bleſſing of Go p, 
been brought to a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; and 
tho' they . at firſt been exaſperated againſt the In- 
ſtruments of awakening them out of their dreadful Le- 
thargy, and Topping them in their ſinful Courſes; yet 
have afcerwards bleſſed Go p for their Recovery, and 
been heartily thankful to thoſe, who have been ſerviceable 
to them therein. 


THIS Undertaking, begun by a very few Perſons, 
has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only in Great Britain, but 
in Foreign Parts. And the great Good, which, by 
Go »'s Bleſſing, has been done by the ſaid Societies, 
has very much animated their Endeavours. They have 
likewiſe been encouraged by ſeveral Royal Proclama- 
tions, Orders of Seſſions, Preſentments of Grand-Juries 
in many Counties in England; by the Lord-Mayors 
and Court of Aldermen of the City of London; by many 
Sermons of the Right Reverend the Biſhops, and other 
eminent Divines, preached to the Societies, and publiſh- 
ed throughout the Kingdom; and by the Writings of 
other 
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other Learned Men ; as alſo by the ſolem Approbation 
of a conſiderable Number of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and the Honourable Judges of England and 
Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral Proteſtant 
Churches. 


Ir muſt be confeſſed, That Profaneneſs and Debauch- 
ery do {till too much abound ; yet it cannot be deny'd, 
but that they are reformed, in their various Branches, 
to a very remarkable Degree; from whence tis evident, 
that ſince this Work has had ſuch conſiderable Succels, 1 
notwithſtanding the many and great Difficulties it has 3. 
ſtruggled with, much greater Advances might have been 
expected, had there been a more general and hearty Con- 
currence of Perſons of all Orders amongſt us, in Pro- il. 
portion to the Greatneſs of the Concern. 


THnos et therefore that have a juſt Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of G o p and Religion; who deſire to prevent the 
ſpreading of the Leproſie of Sin; who are unwilling to i 
have their Children, and other Relations, or their Friends k 
and Servants, ' corrupted by ill Examples and wicked 
Allurements : Thoſe that ſincerely wiſh well to thoſe 
excellent and hopeful Nurſeries of Piety and good Man- | 
ners, the CHaRITY-SCHOOLS; and would be hearti- 
ly grieved to ſee the Chriſtian Inſtruction and pious 
Education that Children receive therein miſcarry, through 
prevailing open Temptations to Wickedneſs, and a 
general Contempt of Religion: Thole, laſtly, who have 
any due Love to thew Country, and would prevent a 
National Guilt, and thereby keep off National Judg- 
ments, cannot poſhbly, one would think, but heartily i. 
prove and aſſiſt this uſeful Deſign for Suppreſſing Pro- 1 
aneneſs and Immorality. 9 
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Now, Whereas ſome have moſt maliciouſly in- 
ſinuated, That it is not Reformation which is 
intended, but the getting of Money trom the 
Delinquents; and by ſuch baſc and vile 8 

ave 


LS) 


have impoſed on ſome very well-meaning People : 
It is hereby declared to the World, That ſuch 
a Charge upon theſe Societies is abſolutely falſe. 
It is allowed, that there have been ſome baſe and 
wicked Perſons, (not engaged, or in the leaſt 
concern'd in the Societies tor Reformation of 
Manners) who have extorted Money from Of- 
fenders, and ſometimes from honeſt Men. But 
all ſuch Practices are utterly deteſted by theſe 
Societies, (who, it is well known, have {trictly 
enquired after ſuch Perſons, and when dit- 
cover'd, have brought them to Puniſhment) nor 
do they know or believe, that any engaged in 
theſe Societies are chargeable therewith. And 
to prevent, as much as is poſſible, all Suſpicion 
of a mercenary Deſign or Principle in any that 
act in the Buſineſs of Reformation; the G N- 
TLEM EN concerned have all along recom- 
mended it, and indeed inſiſted upon it with thoſe 
of the Societies, who have given Imformations 
againſt Vice or Profaneneſs, that they ſhould 
never receive that Part of the Penalty which 
the Law allows the Informer; and it has not 
come to their Knowledge, that any one Perſon 
of thoſe Societies have acted otherwiſe. How- 
ever, if at any time hereafter it ſhould happen, 
that any Perſon or Perſons, concerned in any of 
the Societies for promoting Reformation of Man- 
ners, ſhould be chargeable with any of the evil 
Practices beforementioned, or even with taking 
the Reward which the Law allows them; it is 
humbly requeſted of all that are heartily con- 
cerned for the Intereſt of Religion, that they 
will give them Notice thereof. 


N. B. The Perſons concerned in theſe Societies confine their 
Proſecutions to the Offegces mention d in this Account. 


AND 
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A ND for the further Preventing any Objections from 
thoſe who are too much diſpoſed to raiſe them, againſt 
this neceſſary Work of Reformation; that there 1s more 
Regard had to the Puniſhment, than to the Converſion 
of profane and vicious Perſons ; it may not be improper 
to acquaint the World, That in Conjunction with the 
other pious and proper Methods, of Inſtruction, Ad- 
monition, and Reproof, which are uſed by the Societies, 
to awaken Men to a Senſe of their Sins, and Concern 
for their Souls, the Number of large Books, and leſſer 
Diſcourſes, that have been wrote by ſome of the Mem- 
bers of the Societies for Reformation, or which they 
have procured to be wrote and publiſhed by others, and 
have 2 away at their own Charge, in this and other 
Kingdoms, for the Furthering of the Reformation of 
this, and other Nations, and the particular Converſion 
of ſuch Offenders as they have brought to Puniſhment 
for their crying Enormities, are calculated at above Four 
Hundred IT houſand. | 


The Number of Books given 
by the Socictics, above 


away 
400, 000 
— 


FINIS. 


BOOKS printed for 7ames Knapton, at the 
Crown in St. Paul's Church-yard. 


A Defence of Chriſtianity from the Prophecies of 

the Old Teſtament ; wherein are conſidered all the 
Objections againſt this Kind of Proof, advanced in a 
late Diſcourſe of the Grounds and Reaſons of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, 

A Sermon preach'd at the Cathedral Church of Mor- 
ceſter, on the 7th of June, 1716. Being the Day of 
Thankſgiving for the Bleſſing of God, &c. in ſuppreſ- 
ing the late unnatural Rebellion. 

A Sermon preach'd before the King, at the Royal 
Chapel at St. James's, on Chriſtmas Day, 1717. Pub- 
liſh'd by his Majeſty's ſpecial Command.“ 

A Sermon preach'd #- 26 the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament aſſembled, in the Abbey-Charch at 
Weſtminſter, on the zoth of January, 1717-18. Being 
the Day of the Martyrdom of King Charles I, 

Theſe by the Right Reverend Father in God, Edward, 
Lord Biſhop of Coventry and Lichfield, 


* — — 


A Diſcourſe concerning the Connexion of the Pro- 
phecies in the Old Teſtament, and the Application of 
them to Chriſt. Being an Extract from the Sixth Edition 
of 4 Demonſtration of the Being and Attributes of 
God, &c. To which is added, A Letter concerning the 
Argument a priori. By Samuel Clarke, D. D. Rector 
of St Jamess Weſtminſter. The Second Edition, 
Note: This Diſcourſe, with the annexed Letter, com- 
plcats the former Editions of the Demonſtration &c. 

Ihe Nature and Uſe of a Type: Being the Subſtance of 
two Sermons Preach'd on Good-Fryday and Eaſter-Sunday, 
1724, in the Cathedral- Church of Worceſter, By George 
Lavington, L. L. B. Canon of the {aid Church. With 
a Preface concerning a late Treatiſe, entitled, A Diſcourſẽ 
of the Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion. 


